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University of Allahabad Alumni Association

Under the able guidance and leadership of the Honourable Vice
Chancellor ma'am, Prof. Sangita Srivastava, the University of
Allahabad Alumni Association has proudly kick-started the
preparation for the first Alumni Meet, scheduled for 27" 28"
April 2024, for the batches passed out up to the year 1996.
Registration for the Association membership as well as the
Alumni meet has already started, and the details about the
same are available on the University website. The Honourable
Vice Chancellor ma‘'am has recently convened and chaired a
meeting with the University teachers to chalk out a blueprint
for the meet.

The 2-day event promises to be an exciting affair buzzed with
various literary events, exhibitions, visits to the Departments
and Hostels, cultural evenings and dinners.

With the official Alumni Association of the University now in
place and working, the fake associations duping the alumni in
the name of the University stand discredited. The alumni can
now directly associate with and actively contribute to their

Alma Mater, i.e. the University of Allahabad.
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National Science Day 2024

The National Science Day was organized by the Faculty of Science on 28" February, 2024 in the D.D.Pant

Auditorium of Department of Botany. The theme of the day was “The Indigenous Technologies for Viksit Bharat”.

The event was inaugurated by Prof. Sangita Srivastava, the Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor, University of Allahabad. The
event started with lighting of a Lamp followed by garlanding the portrait of Goddess Saraswati and offering a floral
tribute to the Nobel Laureate Prof. C.V. Raman. The students from Department of Music presented Saraswati
Vandana and Kulgeet of the University on the occasion. The dignitaries were felicitated by a bouquet of flowers
and a memento. The participants included the Heads of eleven Departments, Coordinators of twelve Centres,
Directors of IIDS and IPS, Faculty members, Research scholars and post graduate students from different
Departments and Centres. The event comprised of the Inaugural session presided over by the Hon’ble Vice-
Chancellor, Prof. Sangeeta Srivatava, an Invited talk from Prof. RS Verma, Director, MNNIT-Prayagraj, Young
Scientist Award session with open speech by contestants on different aspects of the theme, Oral presentations of
original research papers, Poster presentations by research scholars and postgraduate students from both the
biological and physical sciences streams. The sessions for the Young Scientist contest, oral and poster
presentations were adjudicated by the experts in the Biological and Physical sciences.

Dr.Ujla Minhas and Dr. Aroop Acharjee from the Departments of Biochemistry and Zoology, respectively,
conducted the session in a very systematic manner. Prof. Abhay Kumar Pandey, Convenor of the event welcomed
Prof. Sangeeta Srivastava, the Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor-University of Allahabad, Prof. RS Verma, Director-MNNIT,
Prayagraj, invited guests and the participants.

s Symposium on
Wrgrr INDIGENOUS TECHNOLOGIES
FOR VIKSIT BHARAT
&
National Science Day Celebration
February 28, 2024

Prof. Sangita Srivastava
Hor Vice Chancellor

Vice

At 3 R T

Prof. Bechan Sharma, Dean, Faculty of Science and Chairman of the Symposia, presented the glorious history of
foundation of Faculty of Science and a progress report. He briefly described the discovery of Prof. CV Raman and
laid stress on how the indigenous technologies can lead the country to be a developed Nation by 2047, after 100
years of the independence. Prof. S.I. Rizvi, Dean, Research and Development elaborated the innovations and the
research projects awarded to many Faculty members in science. Prof. RS Verma, Director, MNNIT Prayagraj,
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expressed about the recent scientific discoveries and technological advancements in India and their applications in
every walk of life.

The Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor, the Patron of the Symposia & National Science Day, illustrated the journey of Indian
Science from ancient times to date by citing various examples, and motivated the faculty members and students to
continue striving for innovations and excellence in research with quality publications in journals of repute to take
up the University at the international arena. She made the audience apprised of what India expects from its
academicians and researchers today to better serve the society through scientific inventions. She deeply
appreciated the overall citations and publication record achieved by Faculty of Science of University of Allahabad.
She thanked everyone for organizing this great event to commemorate the ground breaking discovery of Prof. CV
Raman, a Nobel Laureate in Physics and to provide opportunities for youngsters to develop their research
endeavour to be winners.

e

PR} (VM

The inaugural Session ended by presentation of vote of thanks by the convener of the programme, Prof. Abhay K.
Pandey, Department of Biochemistry.

The Technical Sessions started with an informative talk on the topic, ‘How to apply knowledge to go forward for
Viksit Bharat’ presented by the keynote speaker, Prof. R.S. Verma, Director, MNNIT, Prayagraj, who elaborated
about the innovations on sustainable technologies and their utilization for Viksit Bharat by 2047. Simultaneously, a

Rangoli competition was organized in different Departments of Science Faculty on 28" February, 2024 by the

Research Scholars and Post-graduate students projecting the spirit of the theme. The Rangoli presentations were
evaluated by Prof. Pratima from Department of Physics, Dr.Ujla Minhas from department of Biochemistry and Dr.
Ritu Mishra, Department of Botany, University of Allahabad. The Valedictory session concluded the entire activities
of one day long event, faculty members and the participants expressed their view points, and the winners in Young
Scientist contest, Oral and Poster presentations in Biological Sciences were awarded with the Certificate. The
collection of data from experts, preparation of results and the certificate award programme was meticulously
organised by Dr. Jalaj Kumar Goud and his team members in association with the Office Staff members. The
Symposia and National Science Day 2024 celebration ended with a vote of thanks by Prof. Abhay Kumar Pandey
followed by recital of the National Anthem.
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Academic Audits of the Departments and Centers, UoA

In a proactive move towards ensuring academic excellence and continuous improvement, the University of Allahabad started
the academic audit of the departments and centres of the university from 5" February 2024 onwards. In this series, on the g™
February, the academic audit team of the university, under the leadership of Professor Rama Shanker Verma (Director, Motilal

Nehru National Institute of Technology, Prayagraj), did the academic audit of the Chemistry Department.

The Chemistry Department at the University of Allahabad (UoA) reached a significant milestone with its inaugural external audit

conducted by the esteemed Director of MNNIT Allahabad on g™ February 2024. The audit team meticulously examined various

aspects of the academic operations, research endeavors, and overall performance.

The team found that the highly-qualified and dedicated faculty members, who exhibit a commendable commitment to
delivering high-quality education and fostering a nurturing learning environment for students, are the biggest strength of the
department. Additionally, the team acknowledged the significant contributions of the department to advancing knowledge in
the field of Chemistry through publications and collaborative research projects; it lauded the creative and constructive
endeavours of the department.

Y TITTTY YT Pron 1

Prayagraj, Pradesh, India
Faculty of Sci iversity of Allahabad, x, Colnel Ganj, George Town,
"B Prayagrai, Uttar P

, Uttar Pradesh 211002, India
| Lat 25.460904°

Furthermore, the team highlighted the importance of providing seed money to early-career researchers and fostering a culture
of continuous professional development among the faculty members. Prof. Sangita Srivastava, Hon’ble VC of the University said,
“Ensuring academic excellence is paramount to our mission. As we embark on the academic audit of the Department of
Chemistry, we reaffirm our commitment to fostering a culture of continuous improvement. This audit presents an invaluable
opportunity for self-reflection and growth, and | urge all stakeholders to actively engage in this process. Together, let us strive to
uphold the highest standards of education and research, positioning our departments and centres as beacons of excellence
within the academic community.”

The Director of MNNIT expressed appreciation for the comprehensive evaluation. Acknowledging the identified opportunities
for improvement, the Director reaffirmed the institute's commitment to supporting the Department of Chemistry in its pursuit
of excellence. He outlined a series of strategic initiatives that aim to foster greater collaboration, enhance research
infrastructure, and nurture talent within the department. Additionally, he emphasized the institute's dedication to providing
ample resources and support to ensure that the faculty members and students should thrive in their academic and research
endeavors.

The audit not only ensures adherence to established standards but also highlights the department's continuous efforts towards
improvement and innovation in the field of chemistry education and research. Prof. Manoj Kumar, Co-coordinators of NAAC was
also present during the audit.
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Department of Mathematics

The Department of Mathematics organized an enriching event comprising an online quiz competition
and a special invited lecture by Professor Rama Mishra from the Indian Institute of Science Education
and Research (IISER), Pune. The event aimed to commemorate the legacy of Sir C.V. Raman and
promote scientific awareness and curiosity among students. As a highlight of the event, Professor Rama
Mishra, a distinguished Professor from IISER Pune, delivered a special invited lecture on a topic of
contemporary significance in the field of mathematics. Professor Mishra's expertise and insights added
immense value to the event, enriching the academic experience for all participants. Her lecture provided
a unique opportunity for students to gain deeper insights into cutting-edge research and developments
in mathematics, inspiring them to explore new avenues of learning and discovery. Following the lecture,
there was an interactive session where participants had the opportunity to engage with Professor
Mishra, asking questions and seeking clarification on various aspects of the lecture topic. This
interaction fostered a dynamic exchange of ideas and perspectives, enhancing the learning experience
and encouraging critical thinking among participants. The online quiz competition served as an engaging
platform for students to test their mathematical knowledge and problem-solving skills. Post Graduate
students of the department took part in the competition, showcasing their passion for mathematics and
their commitment to academic excellence. The combined event of an online quiz competition and the
special invited lecture by Professor Rama Mishra was a resounding success, reflecting the Department of
Mathematics' commitment to promoting scientific awareness and academic excellence. The event
provided a platform for students to showcase their talents, interact with Professor Mishra, and deepen
their understanding of the subject. It served as a fitting tribute to the spirit of inquiry and innovation
embodied by Sir C.V. Raman, inspiring students to embark on their own journeys of discovery and
intellectual exploration.
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Centre of Behavioral and Cognitive Sciences

Allahabad Regional Brain Bee, a neuroscience contest for g1 grade students, was hosted by the Centre

of Behavioral and Cognitive Sciences, University of Allahabad, on 23" February, 2024.

Excitement crackled in the air as budding neuroscientists from local schools came together for the Brain
Bee competition! These passionate young minds, fueled by curiosity and a love for the brain, battled it
out in a thrilling test of knowledge. Brain Bee contest is an attempt to motivate students to learn about
the brain, to capture their imaginations, and inspire them to pursue careers in biomedical brain
research. It is a non-profit neuroscience competition for high school students that provides an
opportunity to participate in an international conference on neuroscience.

24 students from 8 prestigious schools from Allahabad participated in the competition. Each participant
was accompanied by a guardian. The competition consisted of a written test followed by the oral rounds
consisting of three phases, with increasing levels of difficulty. Tripti Verma, a PhD scholar from CBCS,
introduced the session and spoke about the exciting work being done at CBCS in cognitive sciences and
mentioned about the rapid emergence of the brain sciences as a major area of research. She
emphasized the role of social emotional learning and pro social skill development and how the research
aids in the realm of education.

23.02.2024 10:48
L%

The event was organized by the faculty and students of CBCS. The judges were Dr. Chhitij Srivastav, Child
Psychiatrist at Allahabad Child Development Centre and a former Faculty at the Medical College
Allahabad and Dr. Arup Acharjee, faculty, Department of Zoology, University of Allahabad.

It was an exciting event to witness with enthusiastic participants from different schools who left no
stone unturned to show their zeal towards neuroscience. Beyond the individual triumphs, Brain Bee
fostered a spirit of camaraderie and intellectual exchange. Students from different schools connected
over their shared passion, creating a vibrant learning community. The event ignited a spark in many,
inspiring them to delve deeper into the fascinating world of neuroscience and potentially pursue future
careers in this exciting field.

Sharddha Gupta from BBS International School, Allahabad, bagged the first prize at the 2024 Allahabad
Regional Brain Bee with Pratyush Chowdhury, Tagore Public School, Allahabad and Utkarsh Dwivedi, St.
Joseph’s College, Allahabad, being the first and second runners up, respectively.
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AWARDS /HONOURS /LECTURES

Prof. Bhoomika Kar, Coordinator, Centre of Dr. Surya Kant Maharana, Assistant Professor,
Behavioral and Cognitive Sciences have been Department of Philosophy has been awarded
selected as a Fellow of the Association for “DRONACHARYA AWARD” for excellence in his
Psychological Science (APS), 2023 (declared in Feb respective field.

2024).

Fellow status is awarded to APS members who have
made sustained outstanding contributions to the

science of psycholo in the areas of research,
“ UNIVERSITY OF ALLAHABAD

teaching, service, and/or application. Fellow status is
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When Romantic Love Culminates in Marriage

*  S.lI. Rizvi

What is the purpose of life? Humans have long debated this philosophical question. While the answer to this
question depends heavily on one’s inclination towards religious thought, biologically the answer is that the
purpose of life is to reproduce. Every living creature on this earth finds a reason to reproduce and this is how life
has sustained on this blue planet for the last 3.5 billion years.

In the huge timescale of 3.5 billion years, life has undergone almost infinite changes following Charles Darwin’s
Natural Selection resulting in the huge diversity of life forms that we now see on earth. It is during this process
which the biologists call ‘evolution’ that all the traits of living organisms have developed.

Of all the fascinating beauty of life, humans have also been blessed with a blissful emotion of romantic love.
Indeed, our life would have been bland, resembling animals, if we did not have the emotion of romantic love.
Although certain animals show the instinct of love, but it is confined to affection, caring and protection of other
individual mostly the progeny. Romantic love is unique to humans as a species.

Again, dwelling on the question about the purpose of life, the emotion of romantic love, which is perhaps the most
universal emotion, has a strong association with the act of procreation. Perhaps it was nature’s design to provide
humans with an emotion which would be so overwhelmingly beautiful that it would ensure continuity of life
despite odds.

While evolution was playing its process of Natural Selection, leading to creation of homo sapiens, an interesting
thing was happening alongside. Humans started evolving as a species with a higher intelligence, much more than
any other animal. However, for intelligence to evolve it became necessary that the size of the brain must also
increase. Thus, now we find that of all the animals on this planet, humans have the largest brain size when
compared to total body size.

As the size of the brain increased, it created an impediment in childbirth. Thus, as a protective mechanism humans
started giving birth to premature babies. Newborns of all animals are not required to be taught to eat, walk or
swim. The human newborn child is unique amongst all animals that it requires several years of parental care and
protection.

It was in these difficult moments that the emotion of romantic love happened for humans. The bond of love
became an important tool to bind two unrelated humans of two sexes. Love created an association between two
unrelated individuals to come together and be selfless in providing care and affection. This type of bond which
developed between two individuals helped to provide support to the newborn infant which needed care during
infancy. By making this emotion of ‘romantic love’ so attractive, nature through the process of natural selection,
ensured that two individuals started living together without any obvious reason. Thousands of years would have
passed in the life of Homo sapiens while they formed attractive association within themselves living together in
undefined bonds where the only force of attraction was ‘romantic love’.

As time passed and humans acquired more intelligence, societal pressure and evolving social norms dictated that
the bonds which were formed due to ‘romantic love’ became formalized. It was this societal pressure which
started the institution of marriage. It is thus no surprise that humans link the emotion of ‘romantic love’ to the
process of marriage. Isn’t it strange that two people from two different backgrounds would come together and
take wows to live together ‘till death do us part’.

In these difficult times of the twenty-first century, where amongst all measurable quantities, time is the most
precious commodity, it is indeed anecdotal that humans with all their ingenuities would devise a mechanism to
celebrate an emotion so mundane as ‘romantic love’. Whatever be the historical reason, Valentine’s day certainly
provides a reason for most of us to celebrate the beautiful emotion of ‘romantic love’.

*Senior Professor and Dean, Research and Development, University of Allahabad
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